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ABSTRACT

A blog is a place for promoting open dialogue amtairage community building, where the bloggers and
commenter’'s exchange opinions, ideas, and attitudés basically a publication mechanism, likeauijnal where any
instructional materials can be published so tha¢ $tudents and also teachers can make commentsugtrblogs,
teachers can publish articles and instruct studéntsomplete the assignments and the teachers dderdify the learning
needs of students. Blogs are interactive homeptgesgage students in online exchanges, thus expatiteir language
study and learning community beyond the physicasstbom. Regular blogging also encourages more reutmus
learning. When a student’s audience includes hisarclassmates, the teacher and potentially anyeitie an internet
connection, motivation to engage in meaningfultemtcommunication appears to increase. It can beféactive medium

in terms of facilitating greater learner interactiand reflection on skills development.

KEYWORDS: Commenter's Exchange Opinions, Idea and Attitudes
INTRODUCTION

While the students develop their own blogs, teachean observe and monitor the students' progress
(e.g., students may directly or indirectly expréssr doubts in topics on blogs) Before exploripgdafic technologies that
can support a teacher’s evaluation process, itmgerative to consider how to effectively integragéehnology into
instruction. The first and most important principietechnology integration is that the focus shduédon the outcome of
the instruction, and not on the technology its€lfe more teachers and learners get familiar withrtelogies, the more

they can use and incorporate them with their teaghtyles.

Blogs encourage active and reflective participatiohearners’ generation and knowledge sharing thatl they
provide a space for purposeful writing. Studiestloa effects of blogging mainly focus on reading aniing skills and
show that blogging enhances these skills. Howeaefiqirly limited number of studies on the effecfsbéogging on
speaking skills show that blogs are effective tols developing conceptualization, brainstormingticalation, and
monitoring, evaluating, self-presentation and infation exchange skills. Sun (2009), in a study finasents findings on
using blogs as a platform for language learnersakipng skills, noted that blogging develops skdtsiceptualization,
brainstorming, articulation, monitoring, evaluatirgglf-presentation and information exchange skiisu et al. (2008)
researched the use of audio blogs in English ascansl language instruction and found that audigdiftg improves

learners’ oral performances and allows individwedioral feedback.
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While the extant research indicates that the uddanfs enhances reading processes, causes pgmtieeptions
of reading, encourages classroom discussions, emelaps literacy and critical thinking skills, tkeis little evidence to
support that blogs positively affect learners’ liegdskills. In an empirical study on online writing K-12 classrooms
designed to explore the nature of literary respsragecommunicated via weblogs, it was found thadesits learn more
about the thinking and reading processes and, qorsdy, increase their level of engagement (W2808). Blogs are
effective for leading classroom discussions. Agaample, Kahn (2007) noted that discussion-bas&duiction enhances
learners’ achievements in reading skills and tisatgiblogs is an effective technique for leadiresstoom discussions as
students increase their achievement level.

Reading opens up new vistas to become an influentiger, thinker, and problem solver. Of all theading
processes evolved so far, reading aloud with egmesis a fundamental reading skill, that the shid’ should be
developing in lower grades. It can be easier togeze when someone skillfully reads aloud in apregsive manner.
However, to effectively teach or assess this skiltloser examination of its features, developmant| relationship to
other reading skills is needed. Researchers hawedfstrong links between oral reading prosody aswernl reading
achievement. For example, after comparing studengiading prosody in first and second grades witkirtheading
comprehension it was found to be high at the enthicd grade. In this context, Tse et al. (201@estigated the types of
blogs used by students in a primary school in Hkogg to assess the influence of blogging on stahtists of Chinese
and English reading comprehension. They foune ldtlidence to support that using the internetl&ad with high grades
in either English or Chinese or with high scoresreading tests. The reading ability might be andrtgmt element to
consider that lists the stages of the reading pocét's helpful for parents and teachers, toudis¢he various steps that

can be used during the reading process. Througfs@ducators can positively influence reading aadning skills.

Research indicates that using blogs to enhancengskills has considerable effects on EFL learmétis respect
to their writing performance, their ability to mdwri writing, their perceptions towards writing, apdrticipation in writing
projects. It has been found out that blog-integtat&iting instruction improved learners’ writing i@rmances. In
addition to the aforementioned contributions ofgsido EFL learners’ overall writing, the findingstbe further research
reports demonstrated that using blogs to promotngrskills has significant effects on developirigetorical strategies,
improving grammar, designing paragraphs and essayssing written works, giving and receiving feedk and
participating in peer reviews. Lee (2010) requistablents to blog as an assignment to develop lgegoampetence and
concludes that blog entries positively affect wgtifluency and accuracy, motivation and peer feeklhahile also
increasing the use of the target language. Simjl&@bas (2011) found that blogging activities pd®viopportunities for

learners to engage in the writing process, inclygire-writing, drafting, and peer reviewing andiseag.

A blog can be used as an important tool for netimgrland sharing tips or news with other teachespeising
information. Blogging became an effective way addieing writing in English. A blog might be a momdiable tool as
compared to the conventional way of teaching wgitifeaching writing using blog provides a form mtieiraction between
the teacher and the students for both formal afwdrival learning setting. Blogging is a great way d&spiring authors and
freelance writers to build up an online portfolBy showcasing their writing skills on large platits with expansive
reach, freelancers can grow their exposure and regwn clients. The use of blogs has been found diittie academic

writing. Experience of writing on blogs may improkeowledge of effective writing.

NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent to editor @ mpactjournals.us




| Role of Blogsin English Language Teaching and Learning: An Inclusive Tool for Esl Learners 137 |

The cycle of blogging activities such as makinggbfmosts, viewing other bloggers’ posts, commentng
reflecting on them are beneficial in polishing theting skills. In situations where they cannotatel to certain words, they
have the choice to refer to online dictionaries amthg the internet, they are able to keep the gramin their writing
intact. Blogging can offer opportunities for stutketo develop their communications skills througbamingful writing
experiences. Such projects not only motivate stisdénm write, but motivate them to write well. Fuetmore, student-

blogging projects can be designed to address thie peoblems of writing skills.

The more one writes, the better one becomes aast professional bloggers write on a regular basid
therefore analyse and proofread their writing cantdy. Feedback from readers helps to become arhetiter. However,
being a good writer is not a prerequisite for acessful blog. Many very high profile bloggers aetf-proclaimed terrible
writers, and part of their success could be atteithuo their message of “If | can do it, so can“ydResults from the
analysis done by various researchers positivelgesigd that the participants were quite familighvialogging activities
and have been doing so ever actively with varyemgth of words for each post. The participants vedse found to be
driven and motivated to write in order to meet éxpectations of their target readers. This woukehtly influence the
rhetorical organization, content, and style of ingtin their blogs. However, in terms of the tinpest on reading others’
blogs, it was clear that participants spent listheount of time to read online presumably due tdfdleethat they had been

busy writing their own posts.

On the whole, blogging has been perceived to palisting skills and develops skills to improve vimig skills.
Most of the users agreed to varying degrees thiihgron blog had made them use academic writigtge sind register
correctly, apart from training them to choose theect sentence and paragraph structure, decideeanword choice and
spelling cautiously, check on their grammar andseevtheir style of presenting their arguments iitimg. Obviously,
blogging was perceived as an effective tool in éag writing in English which helped to improve atkekir writing and

keep them motivated.

Blogging will help students to express themselved # practice valuable computer, keyboarding, ingit
spelling, and grammatical skills. Blogging is a counity-based endeavour, and networking is one repsople engage
in it. A blog can be utilized as a platform to sluase knowledge and expertise. Several studiesucanat the use of a
blog can positively enhance learning in the sedanduage classrooms. Research has confirmed posigies of the blog
which include writing for an audience and peer eeyithe development of analytical skills of leamédpPublishing blog
posts that are accurate, timely, relevant, andrinédive will eventually get the attention of indystnsiders and earns

recognition as an authoritative source and tholgdder.
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